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NOTE: All times given are for London, UK (British Summer Time). 20 minutes per talk; the remaining 
time is for discussion. For the lastest schedule follow the link: 
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has persistently been approached through a sectarian-ideological framework that reduces it to a polemical derivative 

 (normative-ideological) historiography, 
as a deviant form of . Such portrayals not only fail to register the internal hermeneutical complexity 

interpretive innovations of Shi‘i exegetes are marginalised , before any sustained scholarly examination of 
how these texts actually operate. Against this tendency, the article reads Twelver Shi‘i Qur’an commentaries as an 
autonomous exegetical genre with its own historical genealogy, shifting hermeneutical apparatus, and distinctive 
epistemic dynamics.

(attending to formal markers, rhetorical conventions, and the constitutive rules of exegetical writing) provide the 
primary analytical lens. This is supplemented by the concept of tradition-based rationality, which accounts for how 
exegetical reasoning grows from within a community’s inherited authorities and collective memory while remaining 

, as developed by Walid Saleh, further illuminate the 
mechanisms of selection, repetition, and canonical sedimentation through which the  is transmitted, 

competition over scholarly legitimacy, and the evolution of Islamic intellectual disciplines function as 
 that prompt periodic methodological recalibration.

period is characterised by report-based compilations functioning as technologies of communal loyalty and authority 
archivisation, in which Imamic  serve as the primary exegetical medium. The classical scholastic period wit-
nesses a substantial expansion of the discursive apparatus (philology, rational theology, and comparative engagement 

of 
intra-communal legitimation toward broader intellectual and civic engagement.

By treating Twelver Shi‘i 

discursive apparatus, and patterns of authority construction vary substantially across periods, revealing a tradition that 
continuously reinvents its own operative rules while maintaining genealogical continuity. The comparative implication 

exegesis, each negotiating its  through genre, contingency, and intellectual exchange, rather than as cen-
tre and deviation. Shi‘i , in short, constitutes a constitutive, not peripheral, dimension of Islamic intellectual history.
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Digital Methods

This paper presents a comprehensive examination of , an eminent compilation of hadiths attributed 

uninterrupted chain of authorities ( -
sion chains ( ) and the textual content ( ) of 
analysis, enhancing new perspectives on its authenticity, compilation, and reception across various Islamic traditions. 

-
tory of through network-based analysis of its 
collections. This approach aims to map transmission networks, identify compilers and intermediary transmitters, 
and shed light on the historical and intellectual contexts that shaped the work’s formation and compilation. Second, 
in view of the 

the 
Sunni traditions during the period of its collection and dissemination. By combining classical hadith scholarship with 

in Islamic Thought

This paper examines how competing narratives of Eve’s creation underpin divergent constructions of women’s status 

legal traditions, and how each narrative maps onto a distinct vision of womanhood.

Eve formed from the same clay as Adam as a derivative or ‘leftover’ creation; and Eve created independently, with 
a distinct origin. I argue that the Qur’an itself does not commit to the rib narrative and that its association with the 
Qur’anic story is largely mediated through hadith and the reception of earlier Jewish and Christian materials.

-

contingency and plurality of Eve’s origin stories, the paper contends that debates about women’s obedience, authority, 

 This paper proposes a critical reconstruction of  and 

of recent methodological developments in hadith studies. While modern scholarship has developed increasingly 
sophisticated tools for dating and contextualising early Islamic traditions, these methods have been applied unevenly 
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-
ondary expansions, and propose relative chronologies for traditions. The paper further explores how this method can 

in which exegetical, legal, and historical materials may have been recorded, recalled, and pedagogically deployed. 

The second part of the paper addresses the problem of sources. It investigates which bodies of evidence are most 
 and 

early compilatory strata, fragmentary transmission units, and instances of cross-sectarian circulation. Special atten-

sources as irretrievably late or doctrinally overdetermined, the paper argues that, when analysed comparatively and 
stratigraphically, they can function as indirect witnesses to earlier layers of transmission.

/ -related tradition attributed to the Imams 

of sources. Particular attention is paid to recurring structural features, formulaic expressions, and clustering that may 

analysis proposes a plausible reconstruction of the tradition’s earliest recoverable form and evaluates the strength 

 
analytical framework supplemented by controlled hypotheses about early mnemonic and proto-textual practices, they 

in Islamic studies and history in general. 

This paper presents a focused and critical analysis of the Qur’anic hermeneutics of Ayatollah 

 approach as articulated in his multi-volume work 
.

harmony between reason ( ) and revelation ( ) in Qur’anic interpretation. Through selected exegetical exam-
ples, the study critically evaluates whether philosophical reasoning functions as an interpretive aid or operates as a 
presuppositional framework that shapes the meaning of the Qur’anic text.

methodological consistency in contemporary Islamic hermeneutics. 

The Transmission of -

This paper examines the circulation of knowledge in the medieval Islamic world through a concrete case study. It 
 to 
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data concerning scholarly circles, travel routes, and teacher–student relations through a prosopographic analysis 

with  following 

reading of classical exegetical biographies – for uncovering the circulation of authors and texts in the history of 
Qur’anic exegesis.

 (The 
) advances a Neoplatonic letterist cosmology that 

. This lesser-known science regards Arabic letters as 
ontological entities, and each letter corresponds to a numerical value allowing letterists to discover hidden scriptural 

AS) and 
thought and Neoplatonism, secondary literature has yet to analyse the Imamology of the  with 

letterist exegesis, its historical basis in Islamic philosophy, and explain how the science of letters informs his belief 

peace be upon him and his family, because all schools of Islamic thought acknowledge that his earthly sovereignty 
did not extend beyond the Arabian Peninsula in the 7th century. That being said, it is well-known from the study of 

What does it mean to tell the story of all humanity from prehistory through the last 5000 years of recorded human 

the historical context in which it is believed it will take place sometime in the future. Are not the people of South 

is in You! (
important in comparison to any political struggle between nation-states in the centre of Eurasia? The Qur’an itself 

rooted in a Qur’anic perspective, but then a narrative framework should be creatively and fairly constructed in which 
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planet Earth. This paper will explore all of these ideas in greater depth and complexity, in order to generate ideas on 
. 

Alevi Religious Leadership

This paper examines the historical role of  genealogies in the formation, reproduction, and transmission 

twentieth-century Turkey, labelled as a folkloric belief. Despite the growing number of studies in the last decades, 
particularly on modern socio-political and identity issues of the Alevis, Alevism as a religious belief has yet to be 
analysed from a historical perspective. This paper contributes to the understanding of Alevism in the early modern 
period by analysing how Alevi  families, who are called  in vernacular Turkish and constitute the reli-
gious leadership of Alevi communities, and their genealogies shaped the nature of religious authority among Alevi 
communities. The paper uses s, s, and relevant hagiographical documents as its sources to explore how 

networks of Alevi  families played a role in the reproduction and transmission of religious authority among 
family members. Examining both the content and spatial dimensions of the above-mentioned sources, this paper 
analyses the formation and maintenance of religious authority in Alevism. 

 (Islamic philosophy) 
and  (mysticism). According to this view, the only legitimate method for interpreting scripture is through textual 

-

theological works – , , and  – as well as in his treatises on the Qur’an; 
namely, , , and .

intricate than a literalist or polemical reading suggests. This paper aims to demonstrate this complexity and to shed 

treatises. I then analyse select examples from his theological writings to illustrate how he interprets Qur’anic passages 

accurate and nuanced understanding of this tradition, in contrast to prevailing misrepresentations. Additionally, it 

Qur’anic passages. 
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i exegesis and 
examining gender dynamics, the study investigates how interpretations, shaped by theological perspectives and 

-
works that inform these interpretations. Tafs z , a cornerstone of twentieth-century 

change yet largely maintains conventional views that marginalized women’s experiences and agency. In contrast, 

religious narratives. She emphasises the importance of recognising women’s agency and autonomy within Islamic 

contemporary feminist thought can resonate with and reinterpret classical exegetical traditions to empower women, 

The paper conducts a comparative analysis of interpretations of various verses relating to marriage, inheritance, 

importance of mutual consent and partnership in marital relations.

perspective is rooted in contemporary challenges faced by women, underscoring the necessity for evolving interpre-

landscape of women’s rights. This paper reveals the critical conversations that are needed in scholarship, activism, 
and faith, underscoring the role of feminist criticism in reshaping religious discourses. Ultimately, the study provides a 

within Islam. Through careful analysis of both consistency and divergence in interpretations, it highlights their broader 

this exploration, the paper aims to contribute to a more inclusive understanding of gender issues in Islamic contexts, 

This study re-evaluates the role of Iranian women in the intellectual and spiritual life of medieval Islam by examining 
their practice of endowing Qur’an manuscripts ( ) to the library of Astan Quds Razavi. Analysing a corpus of thir-
teen manuscripts from the 5th–7th/11th–13th centuries, it employs an interdisciplinary methodology that integrates 
codicology, diplomatics of  deeds ( s), and social history.
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socio-cultural agency through the stipulations and rhetoric of their s. The systematic analysis of ono-

reveals their conscious role in shaping religious practice, vernacularising legal discourse, and asserting a public pious 
identity. Second, through detailed codicological examination of script, illumination, and materiality, the study traces 

By moving beyond economic reductionism, this study posits these manuscripts as a critical corpus for under-
standing the interplay between gender, piety, and artistic production in medieval Iran. It contends that  served 
as a multifaceted instrument for elite women, enabling them to navigate the public sphere, cultivate religious legacy, 

libraries in the Persianate world.

This paper investigates the interpretive authority and exegetical contributions of the Ahl al-Bayt, focusing on their 
role as mediators between divine revelation and its understanding and application. Within Shi‘i thought, the Ahl 
al-Bayt are regarded not merely as transmitters of knowledge but as intellectual and spiritual successors to Prophet 

guidance, preserving both the integrity of revelation and its meaningful comprehension across generations.
-

pretation. Drawing on Qur’anic verses and traditions, it demonstrates how the Prophet’s divinely mandated role as the 

authority. It highlights how Shi‘i sources understand Imamate as inseparable from the transmission and explanation 
of divine knowledge, ensuring coherence and depth in engaging with the Qur’an.

The second section analyses the methods employed by the Ahl al-Bayt in explicating the Qur’an. It considers 
their pedagogical strategies, including direct instruction in exegesis ( ) and the cultivation of scholarly dialogue, 

Finally, the paper examines the Ahl al-Bayt’s lived embodiment of Qur’anic principles as a form of practical exe-

demonstrating how Qur’anic teachings shape personal ethics and communal norms. This study argues that their 
exegetical legacy continues to shape contemporary Shi‘i thought, providing a model of interpretation that integrates 
textual analysis, spiritual insight, and lived reality.

 

) Imam repent for ‘misdeeds’ or ‘sins’ and if 

s  ibn Ja
the following statement: ‘I have disobeyed you with my tongue ( )’ in addition to numerous others 
with a similar confessional tone. When confronted with such confessions of sin or disobedience by an Imam, these 

writers would employ the hermeneutics of language, theological principles, and mystical maxims all to reconcile the 
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) while also manifesting 

to uncover the ‘true’ meanings of such provocative devotional expressions.

across the 
Centuries in Iran

The epic of 
social unity, mythological traditions, and artistic vision. This research paper aims to shed light on the multifaceted 

 in relation to the  ritual, tracing the historical 

works and Iranian public art. While the 
the Karbala tragedy, the 
research explores the as much more than a historical book detailing an exaggerated version of 
the  event but also modelled an aesthetic 
vision of this ceremony for Shia followers. The 
that took place during the battle, and through the text’s elaborate wording and imagery, transported listeners into 
magical realms of fantasy. This study aims to demonstrate how historical artworks depicting the same event can be 

narrative. It also explores how the 

omit, or reinterpret certain elements within their visual representations.

s that encapsulate core theological 
doctrines and practical legal rulings. Drawing on a comparative analysis of prominent translations by Orientalist and 

) 
).

,’ ‘ ,’ 
‘ ,’ ‘ ,’ and ‘
loss. Translators diverge in rendering these terms depending on whether they prioritise lexical proximity, theological 

’ as ‘all the worlds’ rather than ‘all 
beings’ or ‘creatures’ are shown to be decisions grounded in classical exegetical consensus. Similarly, variant readings 

/

idah, particularly in 
verse 55 concerning . The study demonstrates that renderings of ‘ ’ as ‘friend,’ ‘helper,’ ‘protec-

-
ers attenuate the term to non-authoritative relations, thereby reshaping the verse’s doctrinal implications. 

’ – whether as wiping or washing the feet, and whether explanatory additions are inserted into the main text 
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legal exegesis.

A methodologically sound translation should preserve the semantic core of the Qur’anic text while relegating denom-

This study, grounded in cognitive linguistics, examines the metaphors and conceptual blending networks in Surah 

accessible through a web of mental spaces. Adopting Fauconnier and Turner’s theory of conceptual blending as its 
main framework, it explores the underlying mechanisms of creative language in sacred discourse and the emergence 
of novel structures in the blended space. Drawing on insights from conceptual metaphor theory and Qur’anic cognitive 
semantics, especially work that stresses the link between bodily experience and Qur’anic conceptualization, the paper 

construct a network of blends in which guidance, wretchedness, and salvation are reconceptualized as movement 

to identify those cases where meaning shifts from sensory experiential domains to abstract domains, which are then 
treated as input spaces; the types of blending networks single-scope, double-scope, mirror and their compression 

-
tational metaphors and organising them into multilayered blending networks, forges a deep connection between the 

arising from the occultation ( ) of the Twelfth Imam. The tension is that, while Imamate is traditionally 

the Problem of . The paper is structured as follows: First, I clarify and substantiate the Problem of  
by reviewing the roles traditionally assigned to the Imams and demonstrating that these roles cannot be performed by 

on the Qur’an’s response to the problem of moral evil in Q.2:30–33, I propose a largely understudied role of Imamate 

, can be understood as expressing this role, rather than exaggerating the Imams’ status ( ), and thus 
need not be dismissed. 

The Discourse of Ibl

 since the medieval period. Although 

regions remain understudied. Despite the fact that many peripheral scholars and poets are largely unknown, modern 
research increasingly focuses on forgotten authors and their intellectual heritage, in which the use of Qur’anic verses 
and prophetic traditions remains an important mode of intellectual engagement.
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. This work, together with 

the Qur’anic text and constructs a new poetic narrative.

it has gained renewed importance as a way to conceptualise domestic labour that supports households yet is rarely 
acknowledged as having clear economic value. This study argues that  is best understood as part of a 

and that can address domestic labour without limiting marriage to a commercial contract.
The argument begins with the legal reasoning behind 

 serves as a benchmark for fair compensation, tying payment 

expected and what is legally enforceable. In this legal vocabulary, many forms of domestic work are treated as services 
rather than automatic legal obligations. That is why , the voluntary donation of one’s services, becomes 

services belong on the side of gift or on the side of legal liability.

idea that economically recognizable services are not treated as costless by default, while the operative legal reasoning 

, authorisation, and 
-

, 

the wide array of storytelling and parables used in communicating fundamental truths and guidance. The Qur’an 
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) and highlight lessons ( ) relevant to 
the human condition. These stories and narratives – ranging from the lives of prophets to allegorical metaphors and 
parables are aimed at reforming the reader’s or the listener’s worldview and moral compass. The Qur’anic mode of 

Thus in the story of the ‘Seven Sleepers’, the moral lesson is highlighted and Allah cautions against debating irrelevant 

repeated with subtle variations to match the context of the Surah which help to serve as a reminder and engage the 

The narratives emphasise ultimate reality to the reader and illustrate the ultimate triumph of truth ( ) over 
falsehood ( ). The stories invite and draw the listener or reader to participate in the stories as direct recipients of 

to the reader/listener. Through the parables, abstract concepts are made accessible and tangible, turning spiritual 
realities into vivid, visual, and memorable examples and activating the imagination to help the mind comprehend 

of a lamp in a niche to explain the nature of divine guidance. The stories and parables provide moral and spiritual 
guidance, exemplifying virtue through stories of the prophets’ lives (e.g., Joseph’s patience, Abraham’s faith) as models 

) reinforcing core doctrines like 

-

This article examines the historical development, institutional consolidation, and theological localization of Twelver 

-
 – have often been treated as mercantile minorities rather than theological 

-

embedded minority tradition contributing to African Islamic thought.

s (Qur’anic exegeses) during the Safavid period played a pivotal role as one of the foundational pillars of the 
educational system, shaping the religious and social epistemology of that era. The Safavid dynasty, having adopted 

s through educational establishments 

s during the foundation and expansion of the Safavid educational system, their social functions during 
the period, and how they contributed to the political legitimacy of the Safavid regime. Additionally, it explores the 

the Safavid era.

anconf-schabst-2026-v2.indd   11



s during the establishment 
and evolution of the Safavid educational system; analysing their role in reinforcing the religious and political legitimacy 

along with their impact on religious education. Utilising a descriptive-analytical method and relying on historical and 
s functioned not merely 

of the time. These s were employed not only as educational and scholarly tools in religious schools but also as 

contributed to the development of curricula in religious schools, with prominent scholars and exegetes utilising them 
to train clerics who would serve within the educational and religious institutions of the Safavid state. Furthermore, 
they played a substantial role in the socialisation of the broader society, acting as cultural-political tools to reinforce 
the ideological foundation of the Safavid monarchy.

Contributions

has received only marginal scholarly attention. This paper addresses this gap by examining several recent Russian and 

social and intellectual milieus, the study aims to illuminate the emerging patterns of scriptural interpretation that 

The paper surveys a range of Russian- and Ukrainian-language materials that present themselves explicitly as 

In addition to full translations, the study also considers works that engage Qur’anic interpretation more selectively but 

The analysis focuses on three primary dimensions. First, it introduces the translators and the institutional or 
communal environments in which their work emerged, highlighting the diversity of actors, from diaspora scholars 

the formal and stylistic features of these translations, attending to their treatment of key doctrinal terms, their use of 

traditions.
 by Amin Ramin (2022). Ramin’s rendering of 

, appears as: 
 not in the conven-

-

regional tradition – one shaped by linguistic context, minority religious identity, and the intellectual independence 
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The 

. This paper will analyse this work and attempt 

r

his commentary on Qur’anic verses with traditions claiming that the verses refer to the Imams or their  

any understanding of the Qur’an, either intra-textuality or inter-textuality, without the explicit contribution by an 
Imam. It is the latter rather than the scripture or reason that determines how a verse is viewed and understood by 
the interpretive community.

compatriots. It will argue that despite his Akhb r

degree did the insights (
methodology (

intellectual thought remains profound.

part of logical reasoning. It contributes to epistemology through the poetic syllogism, which produces  that 

autonomous meaning; poetic expression must be interpreted through non-poetic meanings in order to be understood. 
Accordingly, every image can be substituted by an alternative expression capable of conveying the same meaning.

In contrast, within  [the Imaginary Context], the image serves a meaning intrinsic to itself and 

selected orations from 
is grounded in ideas developed by early rhetoricians, including  

 [construction]and 
 (metaphor), 

elements are analysed through the lens of the Imaginary Context. This analysis is conducted in comparison with 
other creature-related orations in -
ological principles function as foundational pillars in the literary structure of , shaped within its 
tenth-century intellectual context. 
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